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Niigata English Journal

Edited & Issued by the Niigata City International Exchange Foundation
% Subscribe to stay up to date! %
Mail magazine: email us at kyokai@nief.or.jp to receive this newsletter every month
Our blog: www.niigataej.wordpress.com

. . . ] ] NCIEF Contact Info
Hina Matsuri, the girls’ festival, is March 3" and there -025-225-2727
are almost 2 dozen Hina Doll exhibits throughout the -kyokai@nief.or.jp
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city running now until mid-March to mid-April. See
the link for details ( H 4§ only)
http://www.niigata.mints.ne.jp/access.html

Oshaberi Salon

* Your neighborhood Niigata City CIRs each host conversation
(oshaberi) hours where they talk and lead discussions in Japanese

—— ghout topics related to their home country and cross-cultural
— understanding. Here are this month’s events!

Oshaberi Salon- America Oshaberi Salon- Russia
This will be led by Charlie, yours truly, the city's American  This will be led by Yuliya, the city's Russian CIR. This
CIR. This session will be about universities in America. session will be learning after schooling in Russia.
When: March. 13" (Tue) 14:00~15:00 When: March 22" (Thu) 14:00~15:00

Place: CrossPal Niigata 2™ floor Exchange Salon (NCIEF)
Sake no Jin

Niigata’s annual sake festival is back! The second weekend of March, at Toki Messe there will be over 500
different types of rice wine from 90 different breweries to sample for only 2,500 yen at the door (for all you
can drink!). Check out the schedule posted on their website to see when the Furumachi Geigi will perform!
Date: March 10™ (Sat) and 11" (Sun) 10:00-18:00
Place: Toki Messe
Fee: 2,000JPY if you pre-order, 2,500 JPY at the door, 1,500 JPY after 3PM, free for non-drinkers
Website: http://sakenojin.jp/english/!
Blog Post: https://niigataej.wordpress.com/2017/02/24/sake-no-jin/

NCIEF Spring Japanese Classes

Applications for spring session Japanese classes are now open! Morning and evening classes are
available in various beginner or intermediate levels. Stop in to the Friendship Center to pick up an
application and get more information. Application forms are due by March 20", however, if you
miss the deadline, do not hesitate to come in and talk with us about it. If you are applying for the
A class, check out the Beginners’ Japanese Preparatory Class, listed as the star in the chart below.

Classes Content and Schedule Daysofthe | rjmes Class Total Class )~ Class Fee
Week Duration Hours Single
Special 4-day class for those registering for A . . .
* class. Learn basics such as hiragana. TWThF | 10:00-12:00 | 3/27-3/30 8h (4 times) 1,500 yen
A | Study beginner level materials while pursuing T&F 4/3-8/10 15,000 yen
g | the basics of k<jlauly—l|felconl\/ersaltlonlal skills. W&F 4/4-8/8 72h (36 times) ,
Review beginner level materials in ) )
c preparation for intermediate content. T&Th 10:00-12:00 AI3-87 15,000 yen
Comprehensively study Japanese while Th 4/5-8/9
D | striving for proficiency in practical Japanese 36h (18 times) 9,000 yen
conversation. F 4/6-8/10
I | Study beginner level materials while pursuing | T & Th 4/3-8/7 54h (36 times) | 11,500 yen
m | the basics of daily-life conversational skills. F 18:30-20:00 | 4/6-8/10 27h (18 times) 7,000 yen
Review beginner level materials while ’ ’ .
Il | studying Japanese more comprehensively. T 4/3-7/31 | 27h (18 times) 7,000 yen

% Beginners’ Japanese Preparatory Class
FE: (A0 BT EREAS T S 7 0 A U2 A 2 2 BE T 951-8055 Hrikd i H YL X AERT i 3-2086
Niigata City International Exchange Foudation CrossPal 2F, 3-2086 Ishizuecho-dori, Chuo-ku
TEL: 025-225-2727 E-mail: kyokai@nief.or.jp  Website: http://www.nief.or.jp/
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Events >

Key: G-General; U-University Students; H-High School; J-Junior High School; E-Elementary School

Exhibition International Friendship Center Exchange Salon

~ Intro to Nllgata Inner Mongolia Frlendshlp Association ~
Date: February 20" (Tue) — March 29" (Thu) 9:00-17:00
Closed: Sundays, Holidays, and the 4th Mon. of every month
Place: Niigata International Friendship Center (CrossPal 2F)
For more info: 025-225-2727(NCIEF)

Let’s Speak English! (English Salon)
Sponsored by the Niigata Galveston Committee, a native
English speaker leads this conversation hour. This is a great
chance to hear and use English.
Date: March 10" (Sat) 14:00 -15:30
Place: Niigata International Friendship Exchange Salon
Fee: ¥300 (CrossPal 2F)
Numbers of Participants: 15 People
Application: Please make a phone call or send an email
For more info: call 025-225-2727 or email r.saito@nief.or.jp

Niigata AJET Charity Musical
~ The Three Musketeers ~

The show will be performed in English by ALTs from all over the
prefecture, and |ncludes Japanese narration.
Date: March 10" (Sat) 18:30 -20:00
Place: Bandai City Hall (Higashibandai-cho, Chuo Ward)
Fee: Free (donations welcome)
URL: https://www.facebook.com
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Volunteer Interpreter / Translator Seminar
Sponsored by Niigata International Association, they have a
lecture, |nterpretat|0n training and social party.

Date: March 17" (Sat) 13:30-17:30

Place: Toki Messe 201 Meeting room (Bandaijima, Chuo Ward)

Application: Please send a part|C|pat|0n form by fax or mail to
NIA by March 9" (FI’I) The form is available to
download from their website.

Fax: 025-249-8122 E-mail: nia2lc@niigata-ia.or.jp

URL: http://www.niigata-ia.or.jp/jp/index.html

For more info call: 025-290-5650 (NIA)

Toyosaka Japanese Class Social
This is an annual event that sponsored by Iroha Japanese
Class. You can enjoy chatting and a potluck party!
Date: March 24" (Sat) 9:30-12:00
Place: Kuzutsuka Community Center (Toei-cho, Kita Ward)
Fee: Free (but bring 1 dish or 1 drink to share)
For more info call: 080-4058-6640 (Mr. Hasegawa)

Sri Lanka New Year Party 2018
The Sri Lankan ambassador will be welcomed as a special
guest. You can enjoy Sri Lankan food and dance!
Date: April 7" (Sat) 17:00-20:00
Place: CrossPal Niigata 5F Exchange Hall
Fee: G-¥2,000 H/J-¥1,000 E-¥500
Numbers of Participants: 150 People
Application: Please make a phone call or send an email
Application Deadline: April 1% (Sun)
For more info: call: 090-2987-7650 (Mr. Fujisawa)
or email: rasainiigata@gmail.com

Niigata Prefectural Gyosei Shoshi (Administrative Clerk)
Main Office Free Consultation for Foreign Nationals
(Reservations Required)
1. Niigata Prefectural Gyosei Shoshi Niigata Branch Office
Date: March 18" (Sun) 11:00-15:00
Place:  Higashi Ward Plaza (Shimokido, Higashi Ward)
Contact: 070-1189-8555 (Ms. Aiba)
2. Gyoseishoshi Assomatnon of Niigata
Date: March 28" (Wed) 10:00-14:00
Place:  Toki Messe
Contact: 025-290-5650 (Gyoseishoshi Association of Niigata)

ADVERTISEMENT
Consultations for apartment-hunting and
acquiring status of residence are available in
English and Chinese.

KONDO OFFICE
Tomoichi Kondo
Immigration procedure specialist & Real
estate transactions specialist
Tel: 0256-53-1650 Email: skondo@gmail.com
9-4 Koku-cho. Kamo Citv. Niigata Prefecture

-
S

Job Fair for Foreign Students (Registration required)

@ Tokyo
Date: March 20" (Tue) 10:00-17:00
Place: Akihabara UDX (4-14-1 Sotokanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo)

@®Kyoto
Date: March 28" (Wed) 10:00-17:00
Place: Kyoto Karasuma Convention Hall
(634 Shichikannon-cho, Rokkaku-sagaru, Karasuma-dori,
Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto)
Conditions: Foreign students who are currently enrolled in a
university pursuing a bachelor’s or graduate
degree, and who expect to graduate between
April 2018 and March 2019.
URL: https://www.global.worksjapan.co.jp

The 58" Internatlonal Speech Contest in Japanese
Date: May 26" (Sat) 13:00-
Place: Ikinoshima Hall (445 Gonouracho Honmurafure, Iki,
Nagasaki Prefecture)
Application: Application form, recorded speech, speech
manuscript, photo, etc.
Application Deadline: April 17t (Tue)
For more info: 03-3359-9620 (International Education Center)
E-mail: benron@iec-nichibei.or.jp
URL: http://www.iec-nichibei.or.jp

Free Legal Consultation for Foreign Residents
Need legal advice? On Friday, April 20™ there will be an opportunity to
visit with a lawyer and receive free consultation regarding legal matters. If
you don’t speak Japanese, then an interpreter will be provided for you.
Date: April 20" (Fri) 13:00-17:00
Place: CrossPal Niigata 2" floor
Requirements: Must be non-Japanese resident living/working in Niigata
Language Support Available: English, Chinese, Korean, French, and
Russian
Places Available: 5 (reservations required)
Length of Consultation: 40 minutes per person
Reservations: Please tell us your name, nationality, phone number, sex,
and what you wish to discuss.
For more info/reservations: 025-225-2727 OR Email kyokai@nief.or.jp

2017 Literakoya Niigata Spring Study Group
Literakoya Niigata is an academic support group for children
to improve their language skills. Students should bring their
own study materials and writing instruments. They can even
get help with their homework. If it is their first time, please
contact Ms. Sasaki in advance.

Dates: March 215t—23rd March 27th—30th, April 2nd—5th

Time: 13:30-16:30

Place: Bandai City Hall (Bandai Shimin Kaikan)
(Higashibandai-cho, Chuo Ward)

Fee: Free

For more info call: 090-6684-2346 (Ms. Sasaki)

Niigata City ALT Job Opening
The Niigata Municipal School System is now hiring Assistant
Language Teachers. The English posting with job details and
requirements can be found in the 4th link at:
www.city.niigata.lg.jp/kosodate/gakko/oshirase/gakkoh28altsaiyou.html
Contract Duration: April 1, 2018-March 31, 2019
Salary: 300,000 yen per month
Interview Date: March 20 (Tue), 2018 from 9:00-12:00
Contact: 025-226-3263 (Niigata City Board of Education)
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[[  Classes |

Japanese Courses offered by the Niigata City International Exchange Foundation
Beginner -Classes of varying difficulty are available at different times throughout the week. Ms. Rika Saito
through -Pricing info & the Spring Session Schedule are available in the “Support for Foreign Nationals” TeI: (025) 225-2727
Intermediate 2 section of the NCIEF website: http://www.nief.or.jp/ )

Japanese Study Support Group for Children & Students: Niko Pal Club (Free of charge)

Day of the week & Hours Room No. Content For more info.
0014 This Japanese study circle offers support to children in the international
Every Sat 10:00 - 14:30 202 community who are struggling with Japanese and other school studies. Ms. Rika Saito
- . . Tel: (025) 225-2727
Every Wed 10:00 — 12:00 202 To support the Japanese studies of high school-age children

Kotonoha at Hayadori Community Center

(37-1 Hayadori, Kita Ward)

| Every Wed & Sat

(but Mar. 21%)

15:30 - 17:30 | Japanese Study Support for children Copy Fee

| Ms. Kawasaki  Tel:(090) 2756-0967 |

Japanese Class

es by Volunteer Groups at Crosspal Niigata

(Free of charge except for material costs! Just show up at the location listed below!)

Day of the week Hours Room No. Level Organizations & Info
Every Wed (but Mar. 21%) 13:00 - 14:30 201or 202 Beginners Niigata Nihongo Kaiwa Kyoshitsu
Every Thu 13:00 - 14:30 201 or 202 Beginners ¥500/ month
Every Fri 13:00 - 14:30 201 or 309 Beginners & Advanced Beginners | Niigata Nihongo Gakushu Kai
Every Sat (but Mar. 31%) 10:30 - 12:00 201, 306 or 307 | Advanced Beginners Waon ¥500/ month
Every Sat (but Mar. 31%) 10:30 - 12:00 307 or 309 Newspaper Class (Intermediate) Yaponika
Every Sat (but Mar. 31%) 13:00 - 14:30 308 Advanced Beginners Yaponika
Every Sun 15:00 - 16:30 201 Introduction - Beginners Niigata Nihongo Volunteer

Nihongo Kyoshitsu Waon I at Higashi Ward Plaza (1-4-1 Shimokido, Higashi Ward)

| First & Third Tue of the month: Mar. 6™ & 20"

| 10:00 — 14:00

Fee: ¥300 per time

| Ms. Takenaka Tel: (025) 277-3621 |

Nihongo for Foreign Residents at the Ekinan Community Center 2F

(4-12-20 Yoneyama, Chuo Ward)

| Every Sun | 10:00 — 12:00

Fee: ¥2,000/month

| Ms. Motomura Tel: (080) 5485-3796 |

Konnichiwa! Nihongo at Kobari Elementary School Volunteer Room

(2-36-1 Kobari, Nishi Ward)

| Every Thu  (but Mar. 22", 29™ | 10:00 - 11:30

Beginners — Advanced Fee: ¥300

[ Ms. Wakatsuki _Tel: (025) 265-3140 |

Taiken Nihongo Kyoshitsu at Nishi Chiku Kominkan

(603 Uchino, Nishi Ward)

Every Tue  (but Mar. 20", 27™)

10:00 —12:00 Beginners — Advanced
One term ¥3,500 + Textbook & Copy Fee

Nishi Chiku Kominkan
Tel: (025) 261-0031

Iroha Nihongo Kyoshitsu at Kuzutsuka Community Center (1-1-18 Toei-cho, Kita Ward) URL: irohanihongo.jimdo.com

| Every Sat | 10:00 - 12:00

Beginners  Fee: ¥500/month

| Mr. Hasegawa _ Tel: (080) 4058-6640 |

Akiha Nihongo Kyoshitsu at Niitsu Chiiki Gakuen (2-5-6 Niitsu Higashi-cho, Akiha Ward)

| Every Thu | 13:00 — 15:00

Beginners — Advanced

Fee: ¥500/month

| Mr. Hasegawa  Tel: (080) 4058-6640 |

Maki Nihongo Kyoshitsu at Makichiku Kominkan (635 Makiko, Nishikan Ward)

Every Thu  (but Mar. 22" 29" | 19:00 — 20:45

Introduction — Advanced One term ¥3,500+ Textbook & Copy fee

Ms. Fujita
Tel: (090) 4072-3840

Cultural Classes

International
Cooking Class

When: Mar. 24™ (Sat) & 25 (Sun) 11:00~14:00
Where: Ms. Ueno’s residence (3-4-16 Ogijima, Akiha Ward)
Menu: Café brunch dishes (homemade focaccia, rolled pork and tomato sauce, salmon cream stew, and more!)
Please sign up at least three days before class.

Fee: Foreign residents, students ¥1,800; Japanese citizens ¥3,500

For more info call: Ms. Ueno 0250-24-6859

Tai Chi

Mar. 1%, 8™ 15™ 22" (Thu) 13:00 — 14:30
Fee: Instructor's transportation expenses

Led by Mr. So

For more info call: 025-229-0140 Mr. Itoda

Location: CrossPal Niigata 5F Exchange Hall 2

(l Consultation Services I

Niigata Help Association ~ TEL: 025-228-2212

Every Day: 9:00 — 23:00
Spanish, English, Korean, Tagalog, Thai, Chinese, etc.

Niigata International Association TEL: 025-241-1881

Email: nia21c@niigata-ia.or.jp URL: http://www.niigata-ia.or.jp/

English: Thu 10:00 — 14:00 Thai: Tue 10:00 — 14:00
Chinese: 1%, 3", 5" Wed 10:00 — 14:00

Helpline for Foreigners TEL: 0120-279-338

Call the toll-free number and press 2 after the Japanese
guidance

Niigata Medical Care Information Network URL: http://qq.niigata-iyaku.jp/

Site available in Japanese Only

Hello Work, Foreigner Advisory Service TEL: 025-280-8609
Niigata Misaki Godo Chosha #2 (1-2-1 Misaki-cho, Chuo Ward, Niigata-shi)

11— 4™ Wed 13:30 — 16:00 English & Chinese

Tel: (025) 225-2727
http:/Amww.nief.or.jp/

Edited and Issued by the Niigata City International Exchange Foundation
3-2086 Ishizuecho-dori, Chuo Ward, Niigata City 951-8055
Fax: (025) 225-2733
E-mail: kyokai@nief.or.jp
(Written and edited by Charlene Woolson & Ayako Homma)

CrossPal will be
closed on
March 26,




